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Designated Objection Period for Hale Lake Area Management Project
Dear Hale Lake Area Management Project Commenters:

You are receiving this letter because you previously commented on this project and may have
objection standing.

We appreciate your interest in this project and your time in giving us feedback on our draft
Environmental Assessment (EA). We received a wide variety of comment letters from the public
indicating a strong passion for how recreation in the area is managed. Comments ranged from
outright support or disapproval for the project to specific access issues for motorized and non-
motorized users alike. All of the comments received throughout the project planning process
were reviewed by my team with consideration given to the original purpose and need, and our
mandate as an agency to care for the land.

| have decided to implement Alternative 2 with some modifications based on consideration of
potential resource issues identified in the EA and comments received regarding conflicts between
motorized and non-motorized users.

| have opted to limit the proposed trails in single-track area #1 to non-motorized access only.
This is in recognition of several concerns expressed that the proposed action and alternative
would relegate the area to motorized users only, effectively pushing existing non-motorized
recreation out of the area. By removing the proposal special vehicle designation in this area that
would allow E-bikes, we will minimize the safety risks associated with potentially faster E-bikes
and typically much slower non-motorized users. E-bikes will still have access to all of the
proposed motorized trails in the area and all open USFS roads.

| have also opted to allow for the red loop in Hale Canyon that was proposed in Alternative #2,
but with the addition of a seasonal closure in place to protect key elk winter range and to provide
for preservation of existing non-motorized hunting opportunities. The seasonal closure will
extend from September 1% through March 15™. Temporary closures may also be put in place on
trails throughout the project area during monsoon season as needed to prevent excessive rutting
or trail damage.

The draft decision notice, final EA, and Finding of No Significant Impact are all available for
review online at the project page at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56577, or can be
acquired in hard copy by calling the Smokey Bear District Office at: 575-257-6174.
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Attached you will find information on the official start of the objection period, and how to
participate in this phase if you have objection standing. The official start date of the objection
period will be based upon publication of the legal notice in the Ruidoso news, the anticipated
publication date is Friday, September 18"™.

Please take care, be safe, and hopefully get outside and enjoy the National Forest.

Sincerely,

JODIE CANFIELD
District Ranger

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in
or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital
status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal
or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not
all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay
Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other
than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or
write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To
request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA
by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email:
program.intake@usda.gov(link sends e-mail).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.




